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two days after Maximilian. Frederick had stirred
up strife among his people by the violent introduc-
tion of Calvinism, and his elder son Lewis was now
causing fresh confusion by the violent establishment
of Lutheran doctrine and the attempted stamping
out of Calvinist tenets, while John Casimir, the other
son, was a sturdy champion of the proscribed creed.
Bigots of both sects, therefore, each receiving much
encouragement, fought desperately for the masteiy,
and tolerant, charitable men hung down their heads
and were heavy-hearted as to the issue of the
conflict.

Things were faring ill, too, in the Low Countries.
"The pacification of Ghent/' as it was called, had
been negotiated by Prince William of Orange in the
same eventful month, November, 1576, and it gave
promise that the Netherlanders, having ostensibly
settled the differences among themselves, would be
able to make a bold front against the tyranny of
King Philip, which had been somewhat languid of
late. But straightway Don John of Austria, Philip's
half-brother, arrived as a new viceroy in the Low
Countries, and made terms with the southern Neth-
erlanders, against the treachery of which William
warned them in vain.

In February, 1577, or a little earlier, it was arranged
that Philip Sidney should proceed to Prague, taking
Heidelberg on his way, to convey messages of con-
dolence, and also of congratulation, to the orphans
who had lately become Emperor and Elector Pala-
tine, and to assure them of Queen Elizabeth's good
will. Sidney asked and obtained leave to do more